And what will be the necessary consequence of this diffusion of knowledge in the dental art, and of this augmentation of dental practitioners ? Will it not be the elevation of the profession, from isolated quackery to organized and co-operative science; and will not the army of ambitious adventurers who have recently assumed the functions of our art, furnish many noble imitators of Greenwood, Hudson, Cartwright, Parinly, Nasmyth and Brewster, who have contributed the zeal, the perseverance, and the activity of genius, to the welfare of mankind.
If, at this moment of time, there shall be found to be an excessive influx of young artists into our ranks, competing vigorously for the public patronage and favor, both the public and the profession will realize immense advantage from this competition, in years to come. The knowledge of the art of dental practice, and of the science of operative dental surgery, will be every where so widely diffused, that the humblest citizen of our republic will be able to distinguish between the catch-penny quack and the genuine artist, who deserves, as he will receive, the blessings of his fellow men. This happy result of wide spread knowledge in our art, is already beginning to be realized in the southern section of the United States, where the difference between a good dental operator and a charlatan is very quickly detected. The same is true in certain sections of the northern and western states, but not to the same extent as at the south, because these latter regions have not been so long and so thoroughly canvassed by all sorts of dental operators; nor, perhaps, is the necessity of dental services so frequent in the higher as in the lower latitudes.
Scarcely a day passes in which we do not obtain new evidences of the increased confidence which the public reposes in good dental operations, and also in the decisions of the American Society of Dental Surgeons, on the subject of those individuals deemed worthy of its fraternity. gradually, and as they continued, became more and more aggravated, until finally, about three months after the operation on his teeth, they excited so much alarm, that he was induced to consult us upon the subject. The treatment pursued in this case, was at first similar to that adopted in the one just described. The mercurial fillings and the teeth, in the sockets of which abscesses had formed, were removed, his mouth directed to be gargled half a dozen times a day, and his bowels to be kept open with aperients. This treatment was continued for ten days, when the aperients were omitted and the gargles substituted as before, for a decoction of oak bark. The saliva had by this time become less abundant and less viscid; the breath, however, still continued offensive, and not much improvement was observable in the condition of the gums and alveoli. At the expiration of fifteen days, the alveolus of the dens sapientise that had been extracted, was found to be loose as well as that also of the tooth anterior to it; these, together with the contained tooth, were removed. The teeth in the anterior part of the mouth gradually became firm, but the right inferior dens sapientise and one of the remaining upper molares that had been plugged, continuing very loose, we extracted them. About a week after the other molaris which had become firm in its socket, was filled with gold, and has since remained free from pain.
The two foregoing cases are presented to our readers, because we believe the facts connected with them should be known to the profession generally, and with the hope, that a knowledge of them may serve to deter such as may be in the habit of occasionally employing this poisonous compound for filling teeth, without being aware of the deleterious effects that are liable to result from its use. They are seldom, it is true, as bad as those produced in the cases just described, but they are always hurtful, and more so in proportion as the individual is susceptible to the action of mercurial medicines. Salivary Calculus.?In another part of the present number of the Journal, is a paper, read by M. Mandl, at the French Academy of Sciences, on the "tartar of the teeth" in which a new theory on the manner of the formation of this substance, is promulgated. The other theories upon the subject, M. Mandl disposes of in a very summary way, by simply declaring them to be hypothetical and unsanctioned by "direct experience." But while he thus unceremoniously condemns all former explanations concerning the source from whence this earthy matter is derived, as erroneous, it will be necessary for him to adduce facts more conclusive than any which he has yet done* to establish the correctness of his own.
Admitting the tartar of the teeth to be composed, as M. Mandl asserts, of the skeletons of dead infusoria, it by no means follows, that the earthy matter, of which they are principally composed, is not derived from the saliva. On the contrary, that it is derived from this fluid, is rendered conclusive, by the fact, that this earthy deposition, is always first found upon the teeth, immediately opposite the mouths of the salivary ducts, and that it is comparatively seldom that it is met with on the other teeth. It is often, too, found within the very mouths of these ducts. 
